
Background Information for Colossians 1 & 2 

 
 “He is the image of the invisible God” (Col 1:15). Jesus is the image of God in a fashion that is far 

beyond the way that man is. St Paul declares that in Jesus “the fullness was pleased to dwell” (Col 1:19). 

Essentially, what Paul is getting at is that Jesus is truly God. He is consubstantial with the Father. In short, He 

is made of the same stuff, or dare I say “God-ness” of the Father. Man, simply does not do that. It is of course 

true that through Jesus’s sacrifice for us He has reconciled us back to the Father so that we can indeed have 

God’s divine life indwelling within us. However, in order to receive this gift of reconciliation, man must be 

“buried with Him in Baptism” (Col 2:12).  

 St Paul declares that this gift of God indwelling within our souls is the “hope for glory” of the great 

mystery of salvation (Col 1:27). This gift of sanctifying grace indwelling within the soul is indeed received at 

Baptism, but it is the Christian’s lifelong duty to preserve and protect it. How does one do that? This is done in 

many ways, but principally it is through the action of dying to self. More precisely it is a life lived in union with 

the crucified Christ.  

 St Paul states that through his sufferings he is “filling up what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ on 

behalf of his body, which is the Church” (Col 1:24). This does not mean that Christ’s sacrifice was not sufficient 

and total for the forgiveness of sins. It means that each person’s salvation is determined by his or her 

willingness to take up the cross in union with Him. If this is done, then Christ will live in the soul, and the 

suffering could even help others receive Christ’s divine life into their souls. Through suffering, through 

rejections to the spirit of the world (see Col 2:16-23), through death to self-love, a soul can preserve the divine 

life in his or her own soul and can even cooperate with God in attaining this salvific divine life for others. 

 


