
Acts 5 Exegetical Meditation 

 

There is so much to cover in Acts 5. The sin and deaths of Ananias and Saphira is perhaps the single most 

shocking episode of the whole Bible, and this is juxtaposed with the images of death bed healings and cleansings of 

evil spirits through the hands of Peter and the apostles. Furthermore, the first hint at the unstoppable nature of the 

Holy Spirit is revealed when Gamaliel wisely advises to let the Christians alone. 

Acts 5 Breakdown: 
The punishment of Ananias and Saphira- 5:1-11 

Miracles and conversions by the Apostles- 5:12-16 
Apostles are cast into prison, but are liberated by an angel- 5:17-26 

 Apostles arrested again and Gamaliel intervenes on their behalf- 5:27-42 
 

In order to comprehend this incident, it is imperative to suppose with the Church Fathers that Ananias and 

Saphira had made solemn vows to God to give all of his possessions at the foot of the Apostles. The renunciation of 

property was entirely voluntary for the early Christians. Therefore, this scene makes no sense unless we have here 

a case of the sin of sacrilege in which they pretended to give up all of their possessions, while secretly retaining 

some. If a person freely chose to give to God his possessions for the Church, but merely pretended to do so then it 

would be a “lie to the Holy Spirit” to not keep the vow made to God (Acts 5:3). God had them killed, and Peter was 

simply telling them what he knew by virtue of God’s direct revelation to him. Many early saints believe that Peter’s 

rebuke was actually a merciful action that gave Ananias and Saphira a chance to repent immediately before God 

would receive their spirits and thusly teach the Church a lesson. I have increasingly become more convinced of this 

interpretation. 

 It is not a coincidence that Luke would immediately move into speaking about all of the life-giving events 

that transpired in the streets of Jerusalem and its surrounding areas (see Acts 5:12-16). St Luke seems to be 

communicating that God is the author of life. He is in control of death, but He is also in control of life. As in chapter 

4, the elites of the Jews again became furious, and this time imprisoned all of the apostles. God’s angel appearance 

to the apostles and subsequent release to go preach Jesus is yet again a witness to the theme of God over man.  



They are captured once more, and then Peter puts words to this theme “We ought to obey God rather than men” 

(Acts 5:29) (as you recall he did in Acts 4:19-20). Peter proceeds to gives the speech of the crucified Innocent One 

that has revealed Himself divine through His resurrection from the grave. A wise one steps up from within the 

Sanhedrin and persuades his confreres to halt the hysteria caused by the latest sermon from Peter (see Acts 5:33). 

Gamaliel, a Pharisee, thinks strategy. Essentially, he communicates that if this is not of God, then there is nothing to 

worry about. It will simply die off just like every other phony revolution. However, if it is of God, then fighting it is 

worthless because it would be unstoppable as they well know given their own history with their God. The 

Sanhedrin listened, and agreed. They released them, but not before illogically threatening them to not speak of 

Jesus’s name.  

The best part of the chapter recounts the joy of the apostles after their release (see Act 5:41-42). Notice, 

they were not overjoyed because they were free. Rather, they were joyful for the fact that they were able to 

persevere in suffering for the sake of their Lord. Think about it, the immense shame these apostles (aside from 

John) must have felt after fleeing from their Lord in his Passion. They now had the chance to make it up for Him, 

and they persevered! What peace, what joy they must have felt within their souls. 

 


