
Background Information on Mt 27 
 

 
 The silence of Jesus before Pilate is quite puzzling. Aside Jesus stating, “You have said so” in 

response to Pilate’s question “Are you the King of the Jews?” (Mt 27:11) Jesus keeps his mouth shut. He 

was innocent, why did He not make a defense of Himself? I suspect the overarching reason is that His 

silence spoke more deafening to the noise of sin surrounding Him than any words could.  

 Pilate washes his hands of the situation, and lets the Pharisees and Sadducees have their way. Sin 

is everywhere. The Jews condemn Jesus to death out of fear for “blasphemy” and fear of His growing 

following, and the Romans mock Him and scourge Him out of a high appetite for violence and power. 

Jesus remains silent. His silence converted billions of people throughout twenty centuries.  

 Jesus did speak a few words while He was dying on the cross. He said “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani? 

which means, “My God, my God, why have Thou forsaken me?” These words are a lament from Psalm 

22 in which King David calls out in agony to God. Those standing by would know how that Psalm 

concludes. It concludes with exuberant hope and trust in God’s kingship. In the midst of all of the noise of 

sin around Him, Jesus approaches death’s door with an announcement that God is in control.  

 To speak Truth verbally has repercussions. Jesus did it for three years, and it caught up to Him. 

The world was not ready for Truth. The world has its own truth, and if one gets in the way of its false 

truths then he or she will pay the price. Nevertheless, God is in control even in the midst of the suffering 

that comes. The call for all of us is to follow Jesus’s example and preach the Truth of the gospel no matter 

what comes as a result. God will not withhold an eternal reward to those who are faithful to Him. 

 


