FAITH, HOPE & CHARITY
Hello brother knights,
I would like to begin this newsleer by welcoming our two newest brothers to our Knights of Columbus
council, Mike Kyser and Joe Rielly. Mike went through the ﬁrst degree on October 1st at St. Brigid while
Joe went through the ﬁrst degree on October 18th at St. Brendan. Welcome Mike and Joe, and glad to
have you as part of our council.
When I was listening to the opening prayer at mass on Sunday, it began “Almighty ever-living God, increase our faith, hope, and
charity, and make us love what you command, so that we may merit what you promise.” As I was listening to about these words, I
started thinking about the Knights of Columbus and our ﬁrst principle, charity. There are many ac.vi.es that we do as a council
for charitable purposes. I am not saying this so we can pat ourselves on the back, but I am always amazed at how you step up
when needed to help out. I can think of three recent situa.ons that bring this to mind. First, we had 5 brother knights help a
mother and her child with asthma move from their apartment into a new home in Plain City, and this was with 3 days’ no.ce. Second, we had a brother knight who lost his job and is in danger of losing his home, and another knight made us aware of the situa.on so we were able to provide the brother knight with some ﬁnancial assistance through the Knights Assistance Fund. Third,
there was a local veteran that was in danger of losing his home because of a bad roof, and last Saturday a group of brother knights
were able to tear oﬀ 4 (yes four) layers of shingles on the back of the house, remove the 1956 ¼” sheathing (plywood), put down
½” sheathing, install felt paper and starter shingles. All this in 5 hours before the rain came in the a>ernoon. These three situa.ons clearly illustrate that as a council we truly understand the main principle of our order, charity.
During our October mee.ng, the knights present by unanimous vote passed a mo.on that our council donate $12,000 over 3
years to the St. Brendan One capital campaign. Thanks the foresight of our previous council administra.on led by Past Grand
Knight Jerry Abraham, the council had already set aside $3,000 during the past 12 months so that a sizeable ini.al gi> can be given
to the campaign, leaving us a balance of $9,000 that we pledged to pay $250 a month for the next 3 years. Our council dona.on
has been speciﬁcally earmarked for the new adora.on chapel, which in retrospect is quite ﬁEng as our council played an instrumental part in geEng Wednesday evening adora.on started in our parish 5 years ago.
The One campaign s.ll has a long way to go in order to make the parish expansion a reality, and I strongly encourage you to
make a personal pledge to the campaign if you have not already done so. We are all called during our conﬁrma.on to bring Jesus
Christ and the good news of the gospel to others, and by suppor.ng our parish expansion you will be demonstra.ng your commitment to make this happen.
Vivat Jesus!
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“Be prepared, for at an unexpected hour, the Son of
Man will come.” These are Jesus’ words to his disciples to warn us to always
be prepared for his arrival. But for most of us, his arrival is not at the end of
the world when he comes again in glory. Instead, his arrival may signify our
own death, and that it may happen at any hour, unexpectedly. Are we prepared? The thought of this can be terrifying! However, Jesus does not want
us to live our lives in terror, worrying if we are properly prepared to see God
in case we were to die at this very second. It does mean, however, that we
should live with God as the founda.on, as the impetus, of our lives. When
we live this way, then we are prepared, and our lives will be full of faith,
hope, and love…and joy!
Advent is coming. What is it about? Advent is prepara.on for Christ’s
coming. It’s not just a remembrance and prepara.on for his ﬁrst coming as
an innocent child at Christmas, but a more somber, serious reﬂec.on on his
second coming, the unexpected hour, at the end of .me, or at the moment
of our death. That is why Advent has a peniten.al tone to it. Our prepara.on for Christ’s second coming means that we think of our sins, are sorry for
them, and make a resolu.on to change for the beer. The season is a reminder of how we should be thinking year-round. The Mass readings
throughout the year o>en speak of sin and the need for repentance. But,
does this mean that as Catholic Chris.ans we should always be depressed?
No!
At the end of Mass, we should always leave feeling joyful because a>er
Jesus’ death came his resurrec.on, his defeat over death. We come to that
great resurrec.on moment when we receive the Eucharist, sharing in that
eternal banquet. And so it should be in our lives. Even when we daily repent
of our sins, we always have that hope of the resurrec.on, that hope that
leads to joy. Joy in our heart brings change to the world, because as Mother
Teresa said, “Peace begins with a smile.” When people see us, would they
be convinced that it is good to be a Chris.an? So much of the turmoil that
we have in the world today comes from fear and anger in the heart. We see
it in poli.cs, in the world, in our families. How are we as Chris.ans bringing
peace to the world? It begins when we repent of our sins, when we hope in
the Lord, when we receive His love, and then, when we smile!
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Your Shield of Strength
As the economy begins to shake oﬀ a half-decade of turbulent .mes, the Knights of Columbus is celebra.ng 17 consecu.ve years of insurance business growth.
We’ve weathered the storm when others haven’t, because it’s not our ﬁrst. We’ve weathered the storm when
others couldn’t, because we know how to navigate. We’ve weathered the storm when others made costly mistakes,
because we don’t take on unnecessary risk.
Our strength is undeniable. More members than ever before see it, and are using our shield to protect their
families. Are you?
If you need life insurance – and chances are you do – why would you look anywhere else? Let us be your shield.
Did you know that the Knights of Columbus is one of the largest life insurers in North America? The Knights of
Columbus has surpassed $105 billion of insurance in force, and is a member of the Fortune 1000.
Did you know that the Knights of Columbus consistently earns the highest possible ra.ngs for its ethical business
prac.ces and sound investment strategies?
A.M. Best, a global leader in the ra.ng and analysis of insurance companies, has given the Knights of Columbus their
highest ﬁnancial strength ra.ng (A++, Superior) for 42 consecu.ve years. There is simply no more highly rated
insurance company in North American than your Knights of Columbus. And, last year, the Knights of Columbus was
named a “World’s Most Ethical Company” by the Ethisphere Ins.tute.
Did you know that providing ﬁnancial beneﬁts for members was the reason that Venerable Father Michael
McGivney founded the Knights of Columbus?
Our founding charter from 1882 makes it clear, the Knights of Columbus’ primary goal is “to render ﬁnancial aid to
its members and the beneﬁciaries of members.”
Did you know that the Knights of Columbus oﬀers a full, top-quality product line of life insurance, disability income
insurance, long-term care insurance, and re.rement annui.es?
We have products and solu.ons to ﬁt your family’s needs and budgets. I am available to provide a complementary,
comprehensive analysis to assess your situa.on.
Did you know that there are a number of products and services that you may be eligible for, just for being a Knight?
Whether it’s our family fraternal beneﬁts program, our survivor beneﬁts, or our Personal Planning workbook, there
are a lot of ways that the Knights of Columbus Insurance program can beneﬁt you and your family.
There might be quite a bit that you don’t know about Knights of Columbus Insurance and about the fraternal and
ﬁnancial beneﬁts of your membership. Join the hundreds of thousands of your brother knights who use our shield as
their protec.on.
Contact me today to ﬁnd out more. Call Mark Mandel at 614-308-2294.

1st Degree Report
Our next 1st Degree will be on Thursday, January 10, 2019 in Wellnitz Hall. Room setup will start at
6:00 PM, Candidate Call will start at 6:30 PM and the Degree will start at 7:00 PM. Socializa.on and
refreshments will follow the Degree. Please remember, It's never too early to ask a friend, "Are you
a Knight?" A personal invita.on is the best form of recruitment. Use the new Council card that Gerry
handed out at the September mee.ng. If you have any ques.ons please contact Bob Eggerichs via email:
reggeric@columbus.rr.com or phone 614-771-9624.

4th Degree Report
Our next Assembly 2727 mee.ng will be Wednesday, November 7, 2018 at Our Lady of Victory
church, 1559 Roxbury Rd, Columbus, OH 43212. We will meet in lower level below the main church
as usual. We will start with the Rosary at 6:30 PM, share a meal at 7:00 PM and start the business
mee.ng at 7:30 PM. Hope to see you there. For further informa.on please contact Bob Eggerichs
via email: reggeric@columbus.rr.com or phone 614-771-9624.
A free family breakfast with dona.ons accepted for the beneﬁt of Hurricane
Relief Fund was held by the council for members of St. Brendan's on October
14, 2018. About 400 people aended the breakfast a>er the ﬁrst three morning masses. Breakfast included scrambled eggs, bacon/sausage, tater tots, along
with hot coﬀee, tea and juice. Suppor.ng the event were 16 KofC 11208 council
members who collec.vely put in about 104 service hours. Thanks to all that
volunteered. Net Proceeds to Hurricane Relief Fund totaled approximately
$500.00. Funds are s:ll being collected at h;ps://www.redcross.org/about-us/our-work/disaster-relief.html.

Every parish, rectory in hurricane zone' suﬀering, says church oﬃcial
By Tom Tracy Catholic News Service
The physical impact of Hurricane Michael and the an.cipated
recovery period for parts of the Florida Panhandle appear to be
on a scale of last year's Hurricane Maria in Puerto Rico and the
Virgin Islands, according to the church's top emergency management specialist in Florida.
"The devasta.on is so large that we looking at couple of years
at least in recovery," said Gabe Tischler, who is working full .me
on the Hurricane Michael response for the Tallahassee-based
Florida Catholic Conference following the storm's Oct. 10 landfall.
The event brought near Category-5 strength winds when it came ashore at Mexico Beach, Florida, near
Panama City in the Florida Gulf Coast.
"Every parish and rectory in the hurricane zone has suﬀered damage, and we are working to get RV units
in place so the clergy can move out of the damaged rectories," said Tischler.
As a resident of Tallahassee, he had to evacuate his residence and is now working remotely coordina.ng
relief and volunteer eﬀorts from regional dioceses, private individuals and corporate donors and state and
federal authori.es along with Catholic Chari.es agencies.
Scarcity of lodging and housing -- both for residents and emergency responders pouring into the region -are among the most daun.ng needs of the recovery eﬀorts, he said, no.ng that emergency supply distribu.on centers have been set up or created at Catholic parishes in Florida Panhandle coastal towns of Panama
City, Mexico Beach, Marianna, Apalachicola and Port St. Joe.
To date, Catholic Chari.es of Northwest Florida has distributed an es.mated million pounds of goods to
8,000 recipients at a distribu.on site at St. Dominic Parish in Panama City, considered part of the storm's
ground zero.
Portable toilets, satellite phones, portable laundry facili.es and a communica.ons vehicle are among the
larger items arriving through private donors and church agencies. Cellphone communica.ons has been nonexistent around the hardest-hit areas but that situa.on is expected to improve in the near future.
The Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee in collabora.on with Catholic Chari.es of Northwest Florida has put
out an online call for volunteers, no.ng that two-thirds of that diocese was substan.al impacted by Hurricane Michael.
The website notes that there is a need for at least 50 volunteers, seven days a week for the next few
months at a Catholic Chari.es staging project at St. Dominic Church. Many of the volunteers are staying at
their own cost at area hotels and church facili.es in the Tallahassee area, organizers said.
In addi.on, Catholic Chari.es USA has deployed a small team to the region, with several staﬀ opera.ng a
portable laundry facility in Marianna, and another team that will deliver supplies and power generators to
Panama City. The Knights of Columbus and individual Chari.es agencies around the region have also been
mobilized to collec.on dona.ons and send volunteers, Tischler said.
(Con:nued on Page 6)

"So many people have lost everything:

homes, property and even their livelihood.
The scenes of destruc.on are heartwrenching, knowing that when we see a
place where there once was a house, a family used to live there and are now homeless,"
Bishop William A. Wack of PensacolaTallahassee said in an Oct. 12 leer to the
diocese.
A week a>er the storm came ashore, Hurricane Michael's death toll has risen to 29
across four Southern U.S. states. President Donald Trump and ﬁrst lady Melania Trump toured hurricaneravaged areas of the Florida Gulf Coast Oct. 15.
In the Miami Archdiocese, Catholic Chari.es was sending an ini.al team of four logis.cs and fact-ﬁnding
staﬀ on Oct. 17 to spend several days there helping to establish the distribu.on site in St. Joe, according to
Peter Routsis-Arroyo, CEO of Catholic Chari.es Miami.
The Miami team planned to be based at the St. John Neumann Retreat Center in Tallahassee through Oct.
21, when another Catholic Chari.es team from Central Florida was expected to relieve them the following
week.
"Later on they may have some speciﬁc needs up there as far as case workers or clinical social workers but
this ﬁrst go-round is mostly about assessment," Routsis-Arroyo said, who is formerly Catholic Chari.es director for the Diocese of Venice in Southwest Florida, which experienced damages from last year's Hurricane
Irma.
"You have a lot of shrimpers and rural poor in that area (of Port St. Joe), and that is where they asked us to
help out. They do have two sites up and running: one in Mexico Beach, which is ground zero, and one in Panama City, which was destroyed also. We were asked to take the easternmost area (of impact)," RoutsisArroyo added. A team from Catholic Chari.es Orlando is expected to assist in this area next week.
The Florida Catholic Conference's Tischler said needed items include food, water, baby and adult diapers,
cash dona.ons and on-site volunteers willing to fund their own housing.
To contribute funds to this relief eﬀort go to: H;ps://KofC.org/en/secure/chari:es/disaster-relief.html
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